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Rocking socks to raise awareness

B H S  s t u d e n t s  t a k e  o n  O l y m p i a

People around the world  were 
asked to wear brightly colored, 
unusual or just plain crazy socks 
to spark conversation about World 
Down Syndrome Awareness Day 
on March 21.

Though this is the 11th year for 
the annual event, Frederickson 
Elementary father Erich Jaber 
didn’t start celebrating it until 
recently. “I just found out about 
Down syndrome six and a half 
years ago when my daughter was 
born.”

Jaber’s daughter Rebekah is in 
kindergarten now at Frederickson, 
so he championed a school-wide 
celebration this year, an idea that 
principal Ellen Eddy loved. “We 

just ran with it,” she said. Eddy 
wore a pair of homemade socks 
for the occasion, “I’ve made tons 
of socks,” she said. “I’m a knitter.”

 Jaber brought in 55 pairs of 
crazy socks to share with Rebekah’s 
classmates. “I would have loved to 
have been able to get 555 pairs of 
socks for everybody in the school,” 
he said. “They rock the socks for 
World Down Syndrome Awareness 
Day.”

Wo r l d  D o w n  S y n d r o m e 
Awareness Day is held annually on 
March 21 to signify the triplication 
of the 21st chromosome which 
causes Down syndrome. “The 
extra chromosome can make 
things a little more challenging for 

kids with Down syndrome,” said 
Jaber. “However that doesn’t mean 
that they can’t do it. They can run 
and jump and hop and skip and 
play. They have sad moments 
and happy moments, just like all 
of us. And they can grow up to go 
to college, drive, have jobs, get 
married and even have children.”

Jaber said that success depends 
a lot on the people who surround 
the student. The more empathy, 
patience and compassion shown 
from those who are helping 
to intervene early in a child’s 
development, the better the odds 
of success. “In some places you 
don’t see any sort of inclusion 
as a model of success,” Jaber 

Frederickson Elementary students and staff show off their crazy socks in support of World Down Syndrome Awareness Day.

said.  “But they are rocking 
inclusion here at Frederickson. 
It’s definitely a benefit to have 
all the positive peer role models 
for communication and social 
interaction. The education is 
absolutely incredible here.”

Along with a fun crazy sock day, 
Jaber said he hopes that students 
at Frederickson will take home 
some of that knowledge and share 
it with their parents. “I had a little 
sheet they get to take home and 
read with their mom and dad, and 
hopefully that will help to educate 
and influence. Awareness is what 
it’s all about.”

When Sophia Struna saw 
Bethel’s February bond fail 
just shy of the 60% approval 
it needed to pass, it sparked 
her interest in a recent school 
assignment. “I wanted to see if 
it was possible to fix that,” she 
said. “My presentation was about 
amending the Washington State 
Constitution for a bond. Instead 
of passing as a supermajority it 
would be a simple majority; so 
50% instead of 60%.”

Struna’s presentation was part 
of a project in Bethel High School’s 
Cambridge program. Students 
chose a topic they were passionate 
about, devoted a month to a 
research paper, and then created 
websites, pamphlets, Power Point 
presentations, business cards, 
and more to take with them to 
Olympia. There, students had 

scheduled appointments with 
lawmakers to talk about their 
ideas.

“I had planned about five 
meetings with different legislators 
and representatives,” said Struna. 
“As well as people who work in 
different areas of government. 
There was a lobbyist, a legislator, 
and a representative.”

Lawmakers didn’t just hear 
about district issues from the 
Bethel High students. The topics 
covered the gamut, including 
animal experimentation, aviation 
safety and non-point source 
pollution in Washington state. 
“It’s pollution that can’t be traced 
back to one single source,” said 
freshman Morgan Ford-Reese. 
“It’s usually pollutants found in 
water, personal care products, oil 
pesticides and fertilizers.” Morgan 

said the trip to Olympia was 
memorable. “I loved it. We really 
worked as a team and prepared 
ourselves. It was just a really cool 
experience. Knowing we can make 
a change is really important.”

This “Citizenship Project” 
was part  of  Jim Sawatzki ’s 
“Thinking Skills” class, which 
gives the students in Bethel 
High’s Cambridge program their 
social studies credit. Sawatzki 
will have the students again for 
their sophomore year, so this 
project is actually a harbinger of 
things to come. “It’s a prelude to 
an individual research project 
and community action project 
that is required in the Global 
Perspectives program next year 
at the sophomore level,” said 
Sawatzki. For that project, he 
said the students would need to 

become, “experts on an issue that 
is internationally, nationally and 
locally significant.”

In order to prep them for that, 
Sawatzki saw the Olympia trip as 
an opportunity to do something 
locally  significant with his 
students. And that threw students 
like Logan Rosell out of their 
comfort zones. “I was obviously 
a little bit nervous about meeting 
representatives and legislators,” 
Logan said, “but once I got down 
there it was easier than I thought. 
People were friendly.”

Freshman Sean McCurdy had 
similar hesitations, but found 
the audience to be inspiring. “It 
felt good talking to somebody in 
power that could actually make a 
difference.”

BOND ELECTION
The community is getting 

one more chance to vote on a 
Bond to Improve Safety, Ren-
ovate and Construct Schools. 
Election Day is April 26.

A recent demographic 
study found enrollment will 
increase by at least 3,000 
students in ten years and as 
many as 6,000 homes will be 
built in Bethel during that 
time. All high schools and at 
least half of the elementary 
schools are already over ca-
pacity. So, the board is seek-
ing a bond to help support 
student growth, maintain safe 
and equitable schools and 
finance building repairs.  

Projects include replace-
ments, renovations and/or 
expansions at Bethel, Chal-
lenger and Graham-Kapow-
sin high schools, Cedarcrest 
Middle School, and Evergreen 
and Naches Trail elementary 
schools. A new elementary 
school, swimming pool, field 
improvements and land for 
a future school site are also 
included the package. 

Plus, there is funding for 
critical building repairs dis-
trictwide, like the replace-
ment of failing roofs and por-
table classrooms, installation 
of new plumbing, HVAC, elec-
trical and security systems.  
That way, class sizes remain 
low and all schools meet 
safety, health and educational 
standards.

More information about 
the bond is available on 
pages 3-7.
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Bethel Pride is produced by the 
Bethel School District. 

Krista Carlson:
Communications Director,  
Bethel Pride Editor; 253.683.6051; 
kcarlson@bethelsd.org

Bethel Pride Contributors:
Doug Boyles and Timra Knox

Bethel School District is an Equal Opportunity 
Employer and complies with all federal rules and 
regulations, including Title IX, RCW 28A.640, RCW 
28A.642 and Section 504. Bethel does not discriminate 
on the basis of sex, race, creed, religion, color, national 
origin, age, honorably discharged veteran or military 
status, sexual orientation including gender expression 
or identity, the presence of any disability, or use of a 
trained service animal by a person with a disability in 
its programs and activities and provides equal access 
to the Boy Scouts and other designated youth groups. 
Please contact Title IX officer Bryan Streleski, Director 
of Athletics and Security at 253.683.6055, Section 
504 coordinators Lori Haugen (students), Executive 
Director of Special Education at 253.683.6920 or 
Todd Mitchell (staff ), Executive Director of Human 
Resources at 253.683.6020 or Civil Rights coordinator 
Debbie Carlman, Director of Equity and Achievement 
at 253.683.6035 with any questions or complaints.

I N  B R I E F

Nurses Corner:  New Chickenpox Vaccine Required

DECA Emerging Leader 
A number of high school seniors 

have been recognized with the 
DECA Emerging Leader Honor 
Award this year.  The Emerging 
Leader Honor Award recognizes 
members who have been involved 
at the local, chartered association 
and DECA Inc. levels.  Bethel’s 
own, Kaitlyn Reiman, has been 
selected for this award.  She is one 
of only 10 seniors from Washing-
ton being recognized at the DECA 
International Career Develop-
ment Conference in Nashville, 
TN in April.

Battle of the Books
Mark your calendars...It’s time 

again for the Elementary Battle 
of the Books. For several months, 
students at the district’s elemen-
tary schools have been reading 
up and getting prepped for the 
chance to take home the coveted 
‘Battle of the Books’ trophy. This 
year’s event is set for May 19 at 7 
p.m. at Cougar Mountain Middle 
School. 

Now Hiring:  Baseball 
Umpires and Field Crews

Bethel Recreation is seeking 
experienced umpires and field 
crews for the upcoming baseball 
season, April to June. Pay is $9.47, 
depending on experience.  Games 
are weeknights after 5 p.m. and 
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. on Saturdays.  
Hours and days vary.  To  qualify, 
you must be an adult or high 
school student. If you are inter-
ested, please contact Jolie Moxley, 
the Bethel Recreation Director at 
253.683.5940 or email jmoxley@
bethelrec.org

S i g n  u p  n o w  f o r 
Kindergar ten!

Kindergarten registration is 
underway.  All elementary schools 
offer free, all-day programs.  
Parents are required to submit 
certification of the child’s birth 
date, a complete Certificate 
of Immunization Status, and 
verification of residency at the time 
of registration. Enrollment forms 
are available at all neighborhood 
schools. To participate, students 
must be 5 years old on or before 
August 31, 2016. 

Dual Language Option
Thompson Elementary offers a 

Spanish Dual Language program 
for children in the district. 
Openings are available this 
year in kindergarten and first 
grade.  To learn more about this 
program visit www.bethelsd.org/
Domain/318.

For all other questions regarding 
kindergarten enrollment, please 
call your neighborhood school or 
the Office of Elementary Schools 
at 253.683.6014.

Parents of Washington high 
schoolers may be surprised to 
hear about a new chickenpox 
(varicella) vaccine requirement 
in the coming school year.  In the 
2016/17 school year, all public 
and private high school students 
will be required to get two doses 
of the chickenpox vaccine before 
they enter school.

Parents are encouraged to get 
their teens vaccinated soon to 
avoid a last minute rush before 
the start of school. 

P e o p l e  m a y  c o n s i d e r 
chickenpox a routine and mild 
childhood illness; however, it is 
a very contagious disease that 
spreads quickly and causes an 
itchy rash, fever, and sometimes 
serious illness.  People infested 
with chickenpox are at risk for 
developing shingles, a painful 

skin rash, later in life.  Chickenpox 
is transmitted through the air 
by coughing and sneezing or by 
touching chickenpox blisters.

“Chickenpox is a preventable 
disease that can be particularly 
dangerous for kids with weakened 
immune systems.  If all students 
are up-to-date with two doses of 
the chickenpox vaccine, they can 
start the school year protected,” 
said State Health Officer Dr. Kathy 
Lofy.

Students are not required to 
be vaccinated if they already had 
two doses of the vaccine, have had 
chickenpox in the past, or have 
had a blood test showing they are 
immune.

Parents can make sure all their 
students are ready to enter school 
by making appointments with 
their healthcare provider now.  If 

Spanaway MS receives $20,000 grant
Representatives from the Office 

of the Superintendent of Public 
Instruction recently awarded 
Spanaway Middle School with a 
$20,000 Lighthouse Grant at an 
all-school assembly in March.

OSPI representatives Clarence 
Dancer and George Aszklar were 
on hand to present the award 
to the school. But before they 
could, they were challenged to 
compete in a contest to assemble 
student-made 3x3 cube puzzles 
in under five minutes. The two 
OSPI reps competed against 
district administrators and SMS 
teachers. When all was said and 
done, Dancer took the top prize, 
finishing his puzzle in just 18 
seconds, while some of the other 
contestants took the full five 
minutes.

The teacher team who applied 
for the grant was then recognized. 
Lois Noble (robotics/science), 
Marianne Floyd (science), Kari 

Turner (math),  and Sharon 
Coward (ELA) have been working 
together for some time, studying 
brain research and the impact 
of our changing technological 
world on the social and emotional 
growth of  middle school students. 

Dancer was a part of the team 
that evaluated schools for the 
grant and he personally visited 
Spanaway Middle to see their 
work in action. “I saw the energy 
in student learning and student 
engagement,” he said. And that 
was a big part of what he was 
looking for. “We wanted to find the 
schools that are really doing good 
work around STEM and let them 
be beacons for other districts and 
other schools.” 

Principal Tami Nelson said she 
was honored to receive the award 
and thanked the staff and students 
for their hard work.

For George Aszklar, the visit 
to Spanaway Middle School was 

C h o i r  p r o g r a m  m e n t o r s  m u s i c i a n s
The Vivace! Choral Program is a 

mentoring, music program open 
to students in grades 4-12. Though 
they rehearse in the Bethel School 
District, the group is open to all 
comers, and it’s the teaching style 
they use that draws in singers of 
all ages.  “The mentorship model 
that we use in Vivace!, I think is a 
pretty unique one,” said Michael 
Hoye, who serves as the assistant 
director and accompanist for 
Vivace!.

Mentorship means at any 
given rehearsal you’ll see older 
students working and singing 
alongside younger students. It’s 
a partnership that benefits both 
sides. High school student Nate 
Infausto said the excitement of 
the younger students gives him 
a boost. “You see the kids and 
they’re so happy to be here. It 
brings you new energy,” he said.

“You can be an inspiration 
to them in a way,” said Shaina 
Loveless, a junior from Rogers 
High School. “The music can be 
really hard, but it’s a really great 
experience.” That experience 
helps singers like Infausto to grow 

in their craft. “In junior high it 
helped me mature as a musician, 
and that helped me get into the 
Chorale at GK as a freshman,” he 
said. “Vivace! has always been that 
step up.”

Vivace! was started in 1999 by 
Bethel’s own Andrea Klouse. “She 
really is the best in the Northwest,” 
said 8th grader Gavin Ripka. 
Students like Gavin aren’t the 
only ones who look up to Klouse. 
“I think everyone who is a leader 
here finds a lot of inspiration from 
what she brings,” said Hoye.

Vivace! strives to build up 
students who can walk back 
into their own schools’ choir 
programs and be stronger leaders 
and more confident singers. Of 
course, that benefits the Vivace! 
program as well. “I don’t mean to 
brag, but we’re pretty famous,” 
said Infausto. And he’s not over 
exaggerating. The Vivace! Choral 
Program has sung at Carnegie 
Hall, Lincoln Center, and has even 
traveled the world from Austria to 
Hungary. 

Choir manager Doug Britton 
said, “Vivace! was personally 

invited to the Paris Choral 
Festival.”

Vivace! is always on the 
lookout for new singers 
and invites anyone who 
is interested to come and 
visit a rehearsal. “Anybody 
who loves to sing, they’ll 
find a home here,” said 
Klouse.

To take a peek inside a 
Vivace! rehearsal and hear 
more about the program, 
visit www.youtube.com/
bethelschools.

a student needs two doses of the 
chickenpox vaccine, they need 
to wait one month between each 
dose.

“Parents can be prepared ahead 
of time by getting their children 
up-to-date on the new chickenpox 
vaccine requirements and all 
other required vaccines now,” 
said Lofy.

The Department of Health, local 
health departments, and schools 
are working together to make 
sure all students, especially high 
schoolers, are up-to-date with 
current vaccine requirements 
before school starts in the fall.

Information and frequently 
asked questions about the new 
chickenpox vaccine requirements 
are available on the DOH website.  
Parents can also learn more about 
all vaccine requirements for the 

2016/17 school year.
Parents can receive no-cost 

vaccines for all kids up to 10 
years old through health care 
p r ov i d e r s  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n 
the state’s Childhood Vaccine 
Program.  Participating providers 
may charge for the office visit and 
an administration fee to give the 
vaccine.  People who can’t afford 
the administration fee can ask for 
it to be waived.

For help finding a health care 
provider or an immunization 
clinic, call your local health agency 
or the WithinReach Family Health 
Hotline at 1.800.322.2588.

You can find the Department 
of Health’s website at www.doh.
wa.gov.  Or follow them on Twitter 
and Facebook.

The Vivace! choral Program is changing the lives of students and teachers 
in Bethel, and beyond!

The Bethel School District 
Foundation is happy to announce 
the winners of the 2015/16 
Enrichment Grants (formerly 
known as the LeMay Foundation 
Grants).  This year the creativity 
and ideas to support Bethel 
students was inspiring.  The BSD 
Foundation was able to award 11 
grants in all.

Congratulations to the following 

a homecoming of sorts. Aszklar 
worked for the Bethel School 
District for many years. “I know 
the teachers here will provide you 
with the direction you need to be 
successful,” he told the students. 
“Follow your hearts, follow your 

dreams, and keep up the good 
work!”

The assembly was accented 
by standout performances by 
Spanaway Middle School’s Jazz 
Band and the Vocal Essence choir.

Foundation Enrichment Grant Winners
winners:

• Nancy Mouat-Rich, Bethel 
HS, World Food Security and 
Aquaponics in the Classroom

• Sallianne Norelli, Kapowsin 
ES, Author and Illustrator John 
Nez visit to Kindergarten

• Anu Chapin, Spanaway ES, 
Osmo for the Library

• Sandy Anderson, Bethel HS, 
Cambridge Research Support

• Danielle Edmonds, Nelson ES, 
STEM Science Engineering 
Project

• Ann Waybr ight ,  Shining 
Mountain ES,  Learn the Facts 
RAMS!

• Jennifer Morrison, Bethel HS, 
Human-Human Interface

• L o r i  Ra c c a ,  B e t h e l  M S , 
Cavalcade of Authors

• Ayme Art-Bergamot, Elk Plain 

School of Choice, iPad Art 
Prints for Gallery Shows

• Anne Bennett ,  Graham-
Kapowsin HS, Cavalcade of 
Authors

• Jamie Fox, Frederickson ES, 
Native American Interactive 
Exposure



APRIL 2016
WWW.BETHELSD.ORG  •  BETHEL PRIDE 3bethelvotes

Bond to Improve Safety, 
Construct &Renovate Schools

Over the past seven years, enrollment in Bethel Schools has increased by over 1,400 students and is expected to grow by more than 3,000 students 
in the next ten years. There are about 200 portable classrooms in use at our schools. Now our school board has a new plan to support students and 
accommodate growth.

 This April, Bethel voters are being asked to approve a $236,700,000 Bond to Improve Safety, Construct & Renovate Schools.  This measure aims 
to relieve overcrowding and allows for the ongoing repair and maintenance of safe, secure and healthy schools, districtwide.  

What is a school bond election?
To raise money for capital projects, including construction, renovation or other improvements, school districts often need to sell bonds.  Before districts can com-
mit to this type of financing, they must first obtain voter permission to take out the loan. Bonds cannot be used for salaries or operating costs such as utilities, 
supplies, routine maintenance, fuel or insurance. 

How are schools funded? 
Funding for school districts comes from a variety of sources. About 70.4% of the district’s day-to-day operating budget comes from the state of Washington.  Local 
taxes make up 18.4%, followed by federal monies, 9.3%, and other local services, 1.9%. Districts no longer receive funding from the state lottery system. The School 
Programs and Operations Levy covers the day-to-day school operational expenses such as salaries, employee benefits, supplies, transportation, fuel, insurance, 
maintenance, utilities and student programs that are not covered by the state. The School Technology Levy supports student technology and equipment. No 
money is borrowed to cover these OPERATING FUNDS. School Improvement Bonds are considered CAPITAL PROJECT (BOND) FUNDS. Unlike local levies, bonds 
require the district to borrow money and incur debt. Bonds support the district’s long-range plans to upgrade and renovate aging school facilities and address 
enrollment growth. These funds allow the district to build and renovate schools, upgrade facilities, improve fields, and make health, code and safety improve-
ments. By law, OPERATING FUNDS and CAPITAL PROJECT (BOND) FUNDS must be kept in separate accounts and be audited to ensure compliance.

Why did the board call for a bond election? 
Effectively and efficiently operating a school district requires periodic assessment of building conditions,  academic programs, and the classroom space needed 
to accommodate students. Bethel is the 16th largest and 12th fastest growing district in the state. Over 600 new students enrolled this year alone, and a recent 
demographic study says about 3,000 more students are projected to enter local schools in the next 10 years.  All high schools and more than half of all elementary 
schools are now over capacity. With more students coming, the board opted to put a bond 
measure before voters to  make improvements to all schools and to ensure all students have safe 
and updated learning environments.  This bond replaces deteriorating portables and adds more 
classroom space to maintain reasonable class sizes.  A new elementary school and the purchase 
of a school site have also been included to help alleviate overcrowding.
 
Why do we need a bond now?
Just like your home, the district must continuously maintain and repair schools to keep them 
safe, healthy and secure for students and staff. Since the last bond, a decade ago, enrollment 
has steadily increased, and building codes and learning requirements have changed. About half 
of our schools have reached a point where they need significant modifications, renovations or 
complete replacements. And, current recreational space is no longer compatible with the needs 
of our community. School improvements and safety upgrades are critical now. The school board is 
hopeful that low interest rates, combined with a competitive construction market, will make this $236.7 million bond more affordable.  Plus, with voter approval, 
the bond secures over $81 million in state construction assistance, which stretches our local dollars by an additional 26%. The cost of repairs and renovations 
will continue to increase over time. 

What happens if the bond does not pass? 
If the bond does not pass, the district will likely require school reboundary and higher class sizes to accommodate student growth, or a return to year-round 
schools. There will also be a continued lack of safe, playable field space for athletics and recreational programs in the district. 

Where will your tax dollars go?
The following pie chart illustrates where each dollar of local funding and state match dollars will be spent.  If passed, current school sites will see $285.1 million 
of the total $318.6 million proposed improvements districtwide. That is 89.5% of the total bond package.  The remaining 10.5% will be used for new sports and 
recreation work.

Construct New & Improved Schools - $247 million (77.5%) 
Replace / Modernize Bethel High School; Replace Challenger High School; Modernize Cedarcrest 
Middle School; Renovate / Expand Graham-Kapowsin High School; Renovate Evergreen and Naches 
Trail elementary schools; Construct one new elementary school; Purchase land for a future school

Resolve Critical Building Needs - $19.8 million (6.2%) 
Replace failing portables, roofs, electrical, mechanical and plumbing systems; Install new HVAC, 
windows, lighting and emergency generators; Upgrade fire protection, alarm and security 
systems; Make earthquake, traffic and safety improvements; Create sidewalks and safer walking 
paths; Upgrade technology infrastructure; Expand energy conservation measures; Modify school 
kitchens

School Field / Track Replacements - $18.3 million (5.7%)
Install new track, lighting and turf at Graham-Kapowsin and  Spanaway Lake high schools

New School / Community Recreation Spaces - $33.5 million (10.5%)
Construct a new school district / community pool; Develop a school district / community sports 
park near Bethel High School

2016 Bond Projects
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What would the bond do?
Proposition 1 addresses student growth, equity and critical facility needs districtwide. If approved, the District will replace, renovate or expand Bethel, Challenger and Graham-Kapowsin high schools, Cedarcrest Middle School, and 

Evergreen and Naches Trail elementary schools; construct one elementary school and a school district/community swimming pool; purchase land for a future school and improve high school athletic fields. Seven elementary schools 
(Camas Prairie, Centennial, Elk Plain, Graham, Kapowsin, Rocky Ridge and Roy) and two middle schools (Bethel and Frontier) will receive HVAC replacements, emergency generators and/or building modifications. 

Critical projects include replacement of failing roofs and portable classrooms; installation of new plumbing, heating and cooling systems, electrical and technology infrastructure; additional space for smaller class sizes; site and security 
improvements; and energy conservation measures. These improvements will upgrade existing facilities to address safety, code, health and educational standards. 

When will these projects be completed? 
The order of projects has not been decided. The Board of Directors will be holding a community process to help inform their decision. (Details will be available soon.)

***
The following bond proposal is a culmination of the hard work of more than 80 staff, parents and administrative members of the district’s Long Range Facilities Planning Team.  

It also reflects several years of studying facility needs, including age and condition of each building.  

To relieve overcrowding and to maintain safe, secure and healthy schools, the Bethel School District Board of Directors is seeking a $236.7 million 
capital construction bond.  If approved, the state would provide another $81.9 million in state matching dollars to complete these projects.

Bethel High School  -  $95 million
Built in 1952 and remodeled in 1990, Bethel High is showing the 

signs of its age. In the last five years, the school has experienced four 
floods and one electrical fire. The roof and electrical systems are fail-
ing, portables are aging, and the facility is over capacity and unable 
to handle all of its students. The cafeteria, weight room, hallways, 
technology and restrooms are insufficient. This proposal would 
replace the entire classroom wing and portables and modernize the 
school’s gymnasium.

Cedarcrest Middle School & Elementary #18  -  $84 million
Built in 1982, Cedarcrest Middle School has never received renovations. The school’s design creates poor student circulation, safety and vis-

ibility issues. Many classrooms have outside entry points, resulting in security and access problems.  The cafeteria is undersized to meet the 
demands of the current student population and many portables are deteriorating. This proposal would fully modernize the existing school. 

To the north of Cedarcrest, the bond would construct a new elementary school to support student growth and maintain low elementary 
class sizes. More than half of the district’s elementary schools are over capacity and a demographic report shows enrollment will increase 
by 3,000 more students in the next ten years.  To meet new state requirements for low class size, additional classrooms are needed. This 
new school will help accommodate growth and keep class sizes reasonable.  

Graham-Kapowsin High School - $23 million
Built in 2005 for 1,352 students, Graham-Kapowsin High School now 

serves over 1,900 students. The school requires 18 portable classrooms 
to accommodate students.  Lunches and hallways are crowded and 
the facility is not large enough to support sustained student growth. 
This proposal would construct a third classroom wing and add needed 
cafeteria and gymnasium space.

Evergreen Elementary  -  $7.7 million 
Constructed in 1979 and renovated in 1997, Evergreen Elementary is 

in need of upgrades.  The proposed project list includes: Code-required 
improvements (ADA / First Responders compliance); Exterior updates 
(Siding, Windows, Doors, Drainage); HVAC and Roof replacement; Elec-
trical and Technology upgrades; enclosement of the Library; Plumbing 
fixture replacement; Kitchen improvements; Interior Painting/Wall 
Covering, Ceiling, Lighting, Carpet and Teaching Walls.

Naches Trail Elementary  - $7.3 million
Constructed in 1979 and renovated in 1997, Naches Trail Elementary is 

in need of upgrades.  The proposed project list includes: Code-required 
improvements (ADA / First Responders compliance); Exterior updates 
(Siding, Windows, Doors, Drainage);  HVAC and Roof replacement; Elec-
trical and Technology upgrades; enclosement of the Library; Plumbing 
fixture replacement; Kitchen improvements; Interior Painting/Wall 
Covering, Ceiling, Lighting, Carpet and Teaching Walls.

School District/Community Park  -  $4.5 million 
With the installation of synthetic turf at Art Crate Field 15 years 

ago, the district has experienced a steady increase in field use. As 
the community continues to grow, the need for usable playfields 
and recreational space has increased. The development of a school 
district / community sports park provides for  a public gathering place 
and creates another field where student practices, recreational and 
athletic use can occur. Located adjacent to the Bethel Learning Center, 
the field would be available for use by Bethel High School teams. The 
design calls for a lighted, multi-sport facility with synthetic turf fields 
so that it could be used year-round and nightly.  The project also 
includes a concession stand, restrooms and new parking.

Purchase Land for Future Elementary School - 
$4.0 million

These funds allow the district to acquire additional property for a 
future school to help meet capacity needs and accommodate growth. 

Track and Field Replacements - $18.3 million
Installing synthetic turf at Spanaway Lake and Graham-Kapowsin 

high schools reduces maintenance and operating costs, reduces injuries 
and allows for use by students and the community during inclement 
weather. Tracks would be replaced and new lighting would be added 
to allow for year-round and nightly use. 

Heating Ventilation and Air Conditioning Replacements - 
$1.2 million each

The following schools are targeted for HVAC replacement: Graham, 
Evergreen, Naches Trail, Camas Prairie, Rocky Ridge and Centennial 
elementary schools and Elk Plain School of Choice. Energy Efficiency Improvements - $1.0 million 

These proposals will require additional monies from a variety of energy 
grants.  Identified projects include plumbing upgrades at Roy Elemen-
tary, lighting improvements at Liberty and Spanaway middle schools, 
heating and boiler upgrades at Rocky Ridge and Graham elementary 
schools and possible solar technology at Elk Plain School of Choice.  

Hazard Mitigation Upgrades - $2.0 million
To be prepared for a catastrophic event, such as volcanic eruptions 

or earthquakes, the district maintains a Hazard Mitigation Plan. This 
funding would be used to help make earthquake safety improvements 
at school sites. 

 Kitchen Modifications - $2.0 million
To meet existing code requirements, modifications need to be made 

to the kitchens at Roy Elementary and Bethel Middle Schools. 

Sidewalks / Safe Walking Paths  - $1.5 million
Few sidewalks exist in the Bethel School District.  This proposal will 

add sidewalks and improve safe walking routes at Evergreen Elementary, 
Spanaway Lake and Bethel high schools.  

Fire Sprinkler System Replacement  - $1.2 million
Fire sprinkler systems at Frontier Middle School are outdated. They 

do not meet current code and need to be replaced so that the school 
can be appropriately protected in the event of a fire. 

2016 Bond Projects
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What would the bond do?
Proposition 1 addresses student growth, equity and critical facility needs districtwide. If approved, the District will replace, renovate or expand Bethel, Challenger and Graham-Kapowsin high schools, Cedarcrest Middle School, and 

Evergreen and Naches Trail elementary schools; construct one elementary school and a school district/community swimming pool; purchase land for a future school and improve high school athletic fields. Seven elementary schools 
(Camas Prairie, Centennial, Elk Plain, Graham, Kapowsin, Rocky Ridge and Roy) and two middle schools (Bethel and Frontier) will receive HVAC replacements, emergency generators and/or building modifications. 

Critical projects include replacement of failing roofs and portable classrooms; installation of new plumbing, heating and cooling systems, electrical and technology infrastructure; additional space for smaller class sizes; site and security 
improvements; and energy conservation measures. These improvements will upgrade existing facilities to address safety, code, health and educational standards. 

When will these projects be completed? 
The order of projects has not been decided. The Board of Directors will be holding a community process to help inform their decision. (Details will be available soon.)

***
The following bond proposal is a culmination of the hard work of more than 80 staff, parents and administrative members of the district’s Long Range Facilities Planning Team.  

It also reflects several years of studying facility needs, including age and condition of each building.  

To relieve overcrowding and to maintain safe, secure and healthy schools, the Bethel School District Board of Directors is seeking a $236.7 million 
capital construction bond.  If approved, the state would provide another $81.9 million in state matching dollars to complete these projects.

Proposition #1: 
Bond to Improve Safety, Construct and Renovate School Facilities

The Board of Directors of Bethel School District No. 403 adopted Resolution No. 20 (15-16) 
concerning a proposition to finance construction, renovation and safety of schools. If ap-
proved, this proposition will authorize the District to replace or renovate six elementary, 
middle and high schools; construct one elementary school; replace failing roofs, plumbing 
and technology infrastructure; make earthquake, security and safety improvements; install 
energy-efficient heating and lighting; purchase a future school site; improve athletic fields 
and construct a school district/community swimming pool by issuing $236,700,000 of 
general obligation bonds maturing within 20 years and levying additional property taxes 
annually to repay the bonds. Should Proposition No. 1 be approved or rejected?

Cedarcrest Middle School & Elementary #18  -  $84 million
Built in 1982, Cedarcrest Middle School has never received renovations. The school’s design creates poor student circulation, safety and vis-

ibility issues. Many classrooms have outside entry points, resulting in security and access problems.  The cafeteria is undersized to meet the 
demands of the current student population and many portables are deteriorating. This proposal would fully modernize the existing school. 

To the north of Cedarcrest, the bond would construct a new elementary school to support student growth and maintain low elementary 
class sizes. More than half of the district’s elementary schools are over capacity and a demographic report shows enrollment will increase 
by 3,000 more students in the next ten years.  To meet new state requirements for low class size, additional classrooms are needed. This 
new school will help accommodate growth and keep class sizes reasonable.  

Challenger High School - $26 million
Challenger High School’s portables are over 25 years old. Classrooms 

are outdated and inadequate. There is no gym, cafeteria or commons 
space. The campus has safety concerns and issues with the HVAC, 
mechanical, electrical and plumbing systems. The facility limits the 
educational program and there is no common meeting space. If ap-
proved, this funding would build a new school at the old Spanaway 
Elementary site.  There, students can access bus routes and there 
would be room in the design for support agencies.

Naches Trail Elementary  - $7.3 million
Constructed in 1979 and renovated in 1997, Naches Trail Elementary is 

in need of upgrades.  The proposed project list includes: Code-required 
improvements (ADA / First Responders compliance); Exterior updates 
(Siding, Windows, Doors, Drainage);  HVAC and Roof replacement; Elec-
trical and Technology upgrades; enclosement of the Library; Plumbing 
fixture replacement; Kitchen improvements; Interior Painting/Wall 
Covering, Ceiling, Lighting, Carpet and Teaching Walls.

 District/Community Pool  -  $29 million 
This 10-lane, 50 meter swimming pool would be available for school 

district and community use. The school board has an interest in pro-
viding instructional swimming lessons to help improve community 
health, wellness and water safety and to prevent student drownings. 
Additionally, the district currently offers girls swimming to maintain 
federally-mandated Title IX compliance. However, the district has no 
facility in which the girls can practice or compete. Title IX requires that all 
students have equal access to educational programs and activities.  Districts 
that do not abide by Title IX are at risk of losing funding. 

Traffic Safety Project - $1.0 million
To help keep students, staff and families safe, as well as to deter ac-

cidents around B Street in Spanaway, better site circulation is needed 
at Camas Prairie Elementary.

Roof Replacement - $0.8 million
A roof replacement is needed for the auxiliary building at Elk Plain 

School of Choice. 

Emergency Generators  - $0.5 million each
Kapowsin and Roy elementary schools have a need for generators. 

When outages occur, these schools lose power, which makes instruction 
difficult and creates unsafe conditions.

Energy Efficiency Improvements - $1.0 million 
These proposals will require additional monies from a variety of energy 

grants.  Identified projects include plumbing upgrades at Roy Elemen-
tary, lighting improvements at Liberty and Spanaway middle schools, 
heating and boiler upgrades at Rocky Ridge and Graham elementary 
schools and possible solar technology at Elk Plain School of Choice.  

 Kitchen Modifications - $2.0 million
To meet existing code requirements, modifications need to be made 

to the kitchens at Roy Elementary and Bethel Middle Schools. 

Technology Infrastructure - $2.0 million
These funds are dedicated to improving technology infrastructure 

districtwide. 

Sidewalks / Safe Walking Paths  - $1.5 million
Few sidewalks exist in the Bethel School District.  This proposal will 

add sidewalks and improve safe walking routes at Evergreen Elementary, 
Spanaway Lake and Bethel high schools.  

Fire Sprinkler System Replacement  - $1.2 million
Fire sprinkler systems at Frontier Middle School are outdated. They 

do not meet current code and need to be replaced so that the school 
can be appropriately protected in the event of a fire. 

Security Camera Upgrades - $1.3 million 
This funding would enhance surveillance cameras and other security 

features at schools districtwide. 

2016 Bond Projects Vote by April 26th!

Approved

Rejected

Proposed Projects – Cost Estimates
Projects Total Cost State Match
Bethel HS - (Modernization & Partial Replacement)
Ballfields / Community Sports Park (Lights, Concessions 
& Restrooms)

$95.0 million
$4.5 million

$33.4 million

Cedarcrest MS  - Modernization & New Elementary 
School

$84.0 million $26.0 million

School District - Community Swimming Pool $29.0 million $10.5 million
Challenger HS - Replacement $26.0 million $7.0 million
Graham-Kapowsin HS - Add Classroom Wing, Cafeteria 
& Gym Space
Turf Baseball & Fastpitch Fields (Lights & Equipment)  
Turf Football / Soccer Field (Track & Lights) 

$23.0 million

$9.4 million

$5.0 million

Evergreen ES - Renovations $7.7 million
Naches Trail ES - Renovations $7.3 million
Spanaway Lake HS - Turf Baseball & Fastpitch Fields (Lights 
& Equipment)   Turf Football / Soccer Field (Track & Lights)

$8.9 million

Purchase land for one Elementary School $4.0 million
Camas Prairie ES -  Traffic Safety Project $1.0 million
Camas Prairie / Centennial / Graham / Rocky Ridge / Elk 
Plain School of Choice - HVAC System Replacement 

$6.0 million

Elk Plain School of Choice - Auxiliary Bldg Roof $0.8 million
Kapowsin ES / Roy ES - Emergency Electric Generator $1.0 million
Bethel MS / Roy ES - Kitchen Modification $2.0 million
Frontier MS - Fire Sprinkler System Replacement $1.2 million
Energy Efficiency Improvements: Liberty & Spanaway MS 
- Lighting Improvements / Roy ES - Plumbing & Heating 
Upgrades / Rocky Ridge & Graham ES - Heating/Boiler 
Upgrades / Elk Plain School of Choice - Solar Technology

$1.0 million

Hazard Mitigation Upgrades (Earthquake Safety) $2.0 million
Technology Infrastructure Projects $2.0 million
Sidewalks / Safe Walking Routes - Spanaway Lake HS, 
Bethel HS & Evergreen ES

$1.5 million

Security Camera Upgrades $1.3 million

Total Cost of Bond Projects $318.6 million
Net Cost to Taxpayers (minus state match) $236.7 million
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How much will it cost taxpayers? 
The $236,700,000 of general 

obligation bonds would mature 
within 20 years and be repaid from 
annual excess property tax levies. The 
estimated annual tax rate increase is 
approximately 65 cents per $1,000 of 
assessed valuation.

By our conservative estimates,  
we expect this measure to cost the 
homeowner of a $200,000 home 
about $130 per year, or about $10.83 
per month. 

How will growth affect my taxes? 
A recent demographic study 

found that 6,000 new homes will 
be constructed in the Bethel area 
over the next ten years. More homes 
means more students to plan for, but 
it also is good news for taxpayers. 

As more homes and businesses 
move into the community, the 
assessed valuation of the district goes 
up. And, as more buildings are added, 
individual taxpayers will see their 
share of taxes decrease because there 
are more people to  help pay the tax. 

Estimated Cost to Taxpayers
Assessed 
Valuation

Annual 
Tax Increase

Monthly 
Tax Increase

$125,000 $81.25 $6.77
$150,000 $97.50 $8.13

$200,000 $130.00 $10.83
$250,000 $162.50 $13.54
$300,000 $195.00 $16.25
$350,000 $227.50 $18.96

To pass, the Bond to Improve Safety, Construct & Renovate School 
Facilities requires a 60% supermajority approval from voters. 

Ballots are due by April 26, 2016! 
The last day for online voter registration, or to update your voter registration 

for this election was March 28.  In-person new voter registration for this special 
election is available until April 18 at the Pierce County Auditor’s Election Center, 
located at 2501 S. 35th St., Suite C, Tacoma, WA 98409.  For more information about 
voting, visit www.sos.wa.gov/elections/ or scan the QR code located on this page.

This is an all mail election.  Ballots will be mailed by April 7th.
Ballots must be postmarked or dropped off no later than 8 p.m. on the day of the election, Tuesday, April 26. For your convenience, 

Pierce County Elections has established several drop box locations in our area. You will find them at the Roy City Hall, the Parkland/
Spanaway Library, the Roy Y, the South Hill Library and the Graham Fire Station near Lipoma Firs.  For your convenience, ballot drop 
off boxes are now located at all neighborhood schools, the district’s Transportation Center (located at the intersection of 192nd Street 
East and Canyon Road) and at the Educational Service Center (516 176th Street East) in Spanaway. 

Only ballots received by the Election Day deadline will be counted. If you are registered and did not receive your ballot or need a 
replacement ballot, please call Pierce County Elections at 253.798.VOTE (8683). 

Cost to Taxpayers

Voter Information

This publication was prepared by district staff with the intention to provide factual information about the 
Bond to Improve Safety, Construct & Renovate Schools for the April 26, 2016 Special Election. 

Maintenance & Operation Levy

Construction Bonds

Other: Tech Levy, Capital Projects Levy
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Pierce County School Districts, Total Tax Rates

Bethel is middle of the road when it comes to paying school taxes. Compared to other Pierce County School Districts, Bethel ranks 
7 of 14 for its total tax bill. Our combined bond and levy rate is $7.01. 
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*Includes a $236,700,000 bond authorization, Spring 2016

Bethel School District Historic and Projected Bond Tax Rates*
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Actual Tax Rates Projected Tax Rates
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Please note:  The cost and contents of this bond proposal are identical to the one before voters 
in February. The cost has dropped from 74 cents per thousand to 65 cents per thousand because of 
increased assessed valuation in the district and projected low interest rates. 

Will my taxes increase? 
Initially, taxes will go up by about 65 cents per thousand of assessed value (See Historic and Projected 

Bond Tax Rates Chart at right). The Board of Directors is committed to keeping tax rates as flat and 
stable as possible over the life of this bond. To do this, the Board and the district’s financial advisors 
will be watching market conditions and only selling bonds when it is favorable to do so.  The plan is 
to have three bond sales of $75 to $80 million each, so that there is no spike in the tax rate as bonds 
are sold.  If this measure is approved by voters, those sales will likely occur in 2016, 2018 and 2020. 

You may be exempt from paying this tax. 
The Pierce County Assessor-Treasurer’s office offers a Property Tax Exemption for qualifying 

residents.  This program is available to citizens who are at least 61 years old on December 31 of the year they apply or retired from regular gainful employment 
by reason of a disability, with an income of $40,000 or less. Exemptions must be renewed once every six years unless there is a change in status or income. Proof 
of income and/or disability is required. 

The exemption freezes the value your home as of January 1 of the initial application year, exempts all excess levies, and may exempt a portion of regular levies. 
The Assessor-Treasurer will continue to establish the market value of the property on an annual basis. Your taxes will be calculated on the lesser of market value 
or frozen value.

To download an application, visit the Assessor-Treasurer’s website at www.co.pierce.wa.us/index.aspx?NID=91. Applications can be dropped off or mailed. The 
address is Assessor-Treasurer’s Office, 2401 South 35th Street, Room 142, Tacoma, WA 98409. For mail, please be sure the envelope is marked ‘Senior Exemption 
Department.’ For more details about this program, call 253.798.2169.
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Japanese students spend two weeks at SLHS
Twenty-five Japanese students 

visited Spanaway Lake High 
School in March for a two-week 
American high school experience. 
Along with field trips and new 
friends, the students – from the 
Fukui (foo-koo-ee) Prefecture area 
of Japan – spent their mornings 
shadowing SLHS students, and 
their afternoons learning from 
Japanese and English instructors.

“Having these students from 
Fukui for two weeks is a great ex-
perience,” said Spanaway Lake’s 
Japanese teacher, Ben Brown. 
“When they’re in our Japanese 
classroom, students can talk with 
them, ask them questions and that 
sort of thing. So it’s an outstanding 
opportunity both for my students, 
and the wider population of the 
school.”

Brown’s class got an extra treat 
as the Japanese students gave 
them a multimedia look at their 
lives in Japan. Students talked 
about Japanese instruments like 
the koto, foods including bento, 
and traditions like tea ceremonies.

They also gave students infor-
mation about typical high school 
life in Japan, including their uni-
forms. “That’s cute, I would wear 
that,” said one SLHS student 
admiring the outfits worn by the 
visiting students. The Japanese 
students also provided informa-
tion on clubs and sports that they 
were involved in back home, like 
boxing and skiing, as well as dance 
club. The group then performed 
Yosakoi, a traditional Japanese 
dance.

“I have not seen my students 

this excited since the first week of 
school,” said Brown. “I think it’s 
been awesome.”

The biggest surprise for the 
SLHS students was how much 
time the Japanese students usu-
ally spent at school. They told 
Brown’s class that their school day 
typically began at 8 a.m. and with 
all their sports and clubs, they 
usually stayed until 7 p.m.

Spanaway Lake High School 
families and staff housed the 25 
Japanese students during their 
two-week visit. Principal Julie 
Baublits said their school com-
munity was excited to be involved. 
“When I advertised it, all 25 were 
picked up the very next day,” she 
said.

Congratulations to Spanaway Lake High School senior 
Sabrina Do for being named one of the Emergency Food 
Network’s volunteers of the month!  You can read more 
about Sabrina’s accomplishments at http://bit.ly/1R4jn22.  
Photo courtesy of Emergency Food Network.

Roy Elementary recently held their annual coin drive, with proceeds going to support foster children through 
No Excuses University’s charity of the year, Together We Rise. In one week, students and staff raised $1,340.33 
to help make the lives of foster children a little brighter.  Pictured above are Caitlin Carl’s first grade class and 
Erica Herinckx’s fourth grade class, who both raised the most money during the drive.

Pictured from left to right with principal Stephanie McPhail are fifth grade award-winning science students Evan At-
taway, Angela Barker, Mei Brandenberg, Brian Glenn and Allie McIsaac.  Photo courtesy of Kapowsin ES.

Roy coin drive helps foster kids

Kapowsin scientists win at regional science fair

Kapowsin Elementary students demonstrated their ability to ‘Inquire, Investigate and Innovate’ at the South Sound 
Regional Science and Engineering Fair. The fair, one of the largest in the state, attracted 379 projects this year in 
grades K-12. 

Four of Kapowsin’s fifth grade entries received awards. They included:
• Brian Glenn, Recycled Flashlight, 3rd place
• Mei Brandenberg and Angela Barker, The End of All Contaminated Garbage, honorable mention
• Allie McIsaac, Airplane Catapult, safety first award 

This year, Kapowsin has expanded its focus on science. The school offers an after-school Science Club to give stu-
dents an opportunity to expand their knowledge of the subject and to put their engineering skills to the test. At their 
recent STEM showcase, Evan Attaway’s project, Buffering, was declared the winner.

 The first regional science fair was held in 1998, after a panel of teachers from Pierce and Thurston counties ap-
proached Pacific Lutheran University and requested the school host an event. Since then, the program has grown 
to attract students from schools throughout Pierce, Thurston, Lewis, and Mason counties.  The next South Sound 
Regional Science and Engineering Fair is tentatively scheduled for Saturday, March 25, 2017.

SLHS volunteer recognized

F r o n t i e r  M S 
wins Book Battle

A team of seventh grade girls from Frontier Middle School took 
home the Battle of the Books trophy after a surprising double-
overtime. Molly Corbin, Makenna Jackson, Brinley Van Giesen 
and Hannah Tolson answered 31 of the 35 questions correctly to 
defeat a tough team from Liberty Middle School in March. This 
is the girls’ second appearance at the district’s Battle of the Books 
competition. Last year, they took second place at the event. 
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APRIL
Apr. 15:  High School End of 3rd 
Quarter - Report Card Prep (Early 
Dismissal)

Apr. 18:  Last day for In-Person 
Voter Registration

Apr. 25:  PCSC Dedication 
Ceremony, Noon

Apr. 26:  School Board Meeting, 
CCE, 7 p.m.

Apr. 26:  Election Day.  Postmark 
or drop off ballots by 8 p.m.

MAY
May 4:  Late Arrival

May 10: School Board Meeting, 
ESC, 7 p.m.

May 17-19: Secondary 
Conferences, Early Dismissal

May 24: School Board Meeting, 
SMS, 7 p.m. 

May 27: Snow Make-up or 
Spring Break (No School)

May 30:  Memorial Day (No 
School)

JUNE
June 1: Late Arrival

June 10: Elementary & MS 
Report Card Prep, Early Dismissal

June 14: School Board Meeting, 
CMMS , 7 p.m.

June 15: Graduation Ceremony 
Challenger HS, PLU Olson 
Auditorium, 2 p.m. 

June 16:  Graduation Ceremony 
Spanaway Lake HS,  Tacoma 
Dome, 1 p.m.

June 16:  Graduation Ceremony 
Bethel  HS, Tacoma Dome, 4 p.m.

June 16:  Graduation Ceremony 
Graham-Kapowsin HS, Tacoma 
Dome, 7 p.m.

June 20:  Last Day of School, 
Early Dismissal

June 27 - July 15:  PCSC 
Summer School, Session 1

June 28:  School Board Meeting, 
ESC, 7 p.m.

JULY 
July 18 - Aug. 4:  PCSC Summer 
School, Session 2

July 13 - Aug 4:  PCSC Summer 
School, Session 3 (Mt. Tahoma 
site only)

Kapowsin Elementary’s aeronautical engineers

Renowned children’s author 
Nina Laden visited five Bethel 
elementary schools in March to 
share her passion about writing 
and drawing with our students. 

Laden’s first book, The Night I 
Followed the Dog, was published in 
1994. It was written, illustrated and 
hand-lettered by Laden and won 
numerous awards, was featured 
on Reading Rainbow and was 
optioned for a feature film by 
Sony Pictures.  “It never wound up 
getting made,” Laden said. “Long 
story, the writers strike happened 
and it got caught up in all of that, 
then the economy tanked.”

After her second book, Private 
I. Guana, was published in 1995, 
Laden was invited to speak at a 
school for the first time. “I didn’t 
know that authors visited schools! 
It just turned into this amazing 
thing,” she said. Since then, her 
school visits have taken her across 
the United States, and even across 
the ocean to France. Laden said her 
book When Pigasso met Mootisse, 
about the real-life rivalry of Picasso 
and Matisse, is actually used in 
curriculum there. 

Laden crafts her talks to schools 
to the grade level she’s speaking to, 
from kindergarten to the university 
level. “When I talk to the kids in the 
kindergarten and first grade level, 
I talk about the books themselves 
and the story, and I focus on little 
things, like a book I made when 
I was nine so they can see how I 
started.”

That  book was t i t led The 
Unbearable Bird ,  and Laden 
shared it with students at Pioneer 
Valley Elementary during her visit 
with the kindergarten classes. 

For the older students, Laden 

This year, Kapowsin Elementary’s 
after-school Science Club gave 
students the opportunity to put 
their engineering skills to the test. 
Their mission was to build an 
aeronautical invention that would 
stay airborne for five seconds or 
more. “Sort of like a hang glider,” 
said 5th grader Aalimah Shahzad. 
“It’s actually pretty cool. I’ve 
actually been wanting to do this 
for a while.”

Lifting their arms as high as 
they could, students repeatedly 
dropped their designs as their 
friends counted to five.  Then 
they sat down, discussed and 
redesigned.

This is Kapowsin’s second year 
hosting an after-school Science 
Club. “Last year we only allowed 
30 kids,” said teacher Tiffany 
Hernandez. “This year we really 
wanted to have more people 
involved and give more kids the 
opportunity.”

So instead of putting a limit on 
the number of students that could 
participate, they flung the doors 
wide open, and doubled their 
number of budding scientists. “It’s 
a little louder,” Hernandez said, 
“the energy is more intense. They 
just want to get going on it. They 
want to get their hands in it.”

Teacher Mary Kay Hayes said 
that excitement for hands-on 
learning was fun to be around. 
“I like the energy the kids have, 
they’re engaged in the different 
challenges that we have them do.”

Along with the number of 
students involved, this year was 
also different because instead of 
doing a variety of smaller projects, 
the teachers decided to go with a 
curriculum that would take the 
students through one specific 
area of science: aeronautical 
engineer ing.  And for  their 
culminating project, the students 
were asked to design their five-
second floating device. 

Students used paper cups, plates, 

tape, scissors, straws and a variety 
of other materials to keep their 
device in the air. Throughout 
the process they tested, retested, 
optimized, and discussed new 
ideas within their own team, and 
with other teams as well. 

“Science is really important for 
kids this age,” said Hayes. “At 
this age they get inspired to be 
interested in science and math.” 
And Hernandez said that sets 
them up for a successful future. 
“When they get into junior high 

delivered more information on the 
publishing side of things, to get 
students’ imaginations flowing. 
Encouraging kids to be open to 
criticism and not to be afraid to 
revisit their work is something she 
talks to the older students about, 
because she has some experience 
with her first book. “They didn’t 
like the original ending. I had 
to write the ending over three 
times until my editor liked it and 
approved it.”

She also shared her “Four Rs 
for Writing.” They are Research, 
Revision, Reading out loud, and 
letting your story Rest. “As they 
get older I also treat it as if this is 
a career,” Laden said. “This is a job 
that you could have.”

But between all the grade levels, 
especially in an elementary school, 
there is a similarity. “They all love 
to draw,” Laden said. “I teach 
them all how to draw 3D, and talk 
to them about texture, and also 
about character development.”

Her passion about writing and 
illustrating comes across  to the 
students.”Yesterday at Clover 
Creek, a boy came up to me – I 
think he was third grade – and 
he said, ‘You have inspired me.’” 
For Laden, that’s the reason she 
visits schools. “My mom was a 
teacher and I have always had 
this need to share what I know. 
If I wasn’t writing and illustrating 
children’s books, I’m sure I would 
be teaching. It’s just something 
that gives me joy.”

During her stay in Bethel, Laden 
visited with students at Clover 
Creek, Pioneer Valley, Graham, 
North Star, and Nelson elementary 
schools.

Author Nina Laden visits 5 Bethel schools

Students in Kapowsin Elementary’s Science Club got hands-on experience in the world of  aeronautical engineering.

and high school, they start taking 
more of those science and math 
classes.”

If you’d like to see these future 
engineers in action, visit our 
YouTube Channel, www.youtube.


